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Parks & Open Space

Hundreds Celebrate the Renovated  
Tugman Playground
A light sprinkling of rain didn’t dampen the spirits of 
more than 600 neighbors and community members who 
came out on Saturday, September 7 to celebrate the re-
opening of the Tugman Park playground. 

POS and the Southeast Neighbors co-hosted the event, 
with opening remarks from POS Director Craig Carnagey, 
Councilor Taylor and Mayor Vinis. Families enjoyed field 
games, free Coconut Bliss bars, a Southeast Neighbors 
silent auction, food trucks and live music.

This major playground renovation includes all new 
equipment, two play structures, swings for both caregiv-

ers and kids to share, nature-inspired climbers (mushrooms and rocks), track rides, fun spinners, 
spring riders and a brand-new sand play area. 

Funding for this project came from the 2018 Parks and Recreation bond. There is a remaining 
$355,000 in funding allocated to Tugman Park, which will be used for additional renovations  
by 2024.

continued…

Big Win for Parks and Recreation
Eugene joins the ranks of elite park and 
recreation agencies across the country 
by earning accreditation through the 
Commission for Accreditation of Park and 
Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) and the 
National Recreation and Park Association 
(NRPA). 

This accreditation is a recognition that 
we are meeting the highest standards es-
tablished within our profession, and with 
that we are worthy of ongoing trust and 
appreciation from those taxpayers that we 
work for. 
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Maintenance

Safety and Training Day 2019 was a Great Success!
On September 25, the Maintenance and Parks and Open Space Divisions joined up for our annual 
yard-wide Safety and Training Day. We had an amazing presentation by Shelley Campbell, of Trau-
ma Nurses Talk Tough, which focused on the very unpleasant things that can happen to a human 
body in a car crash and how to mitigate some of the risk involved. She spoke about the difference 
between an accident (truly unavoidable) and a crash (someone doing something they shouldn’t/
not doing something they should), and the need to shift our thinking about these events. Sharing 
real-world examples really brought home the importance of looking at our driving habits to see 
what we can change to make our experiences on the road safer. Actions around the yard in the 
days following her presentation prove that she really made her point—people were buckling up 
their bags and purses, stowing their gear in a more secure place in their vehicles, and eliminating 
distractions when they drive. This powerful presentation would be a great addition to any safety 
meeting you might have with your team and is highly recommended.

Bill Buterbaugh and Ed Reynolds shared great info on the hazards and necessary safety pre-
cautions for confined space entry; Katie Blair and Eric DeBord talked about Public Works staff as 
first responders; and Erick Schneider and Mario Dericco treated us to a rousing game of Roosevelt 
Yard Family Feud.  

Eric DeBord and Katie Blair sharing information on Public Works 

as first responders

Mario Dericco hosting Family Feud with contestant Michelle Parkins

Wastewater

Pretreatment Program’s Local Limits Evaluated 
The Eugene-Springfield Wastewater Treatment Plant protects our local health, safety and envi-
ronment by providing high quality management of wastewater treatment to our community—24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. One way we maintain high standards is to re-
strict certain business and industrial facility discharges that are entering the Eugene-Springfield 
wastewater system. 

These restrictions or limits are developed to protect operations and ensure that businesses and 
industrial facilities comply with State, Federal and local requirements. Both the City of Eugene’s 
and City of Springfield’s environmental services teams use these limits to work with local busi-
nesses and industrial facilities and make sure their discharge does not damage the wastewa-
ter sewer system, treatment plant or surrounding environment. Recently, these teams worked 
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together to conduct a technical evaluation of our current local limits. The study evaluated the 
adequacy of our existing local limits and developed technical justification for either revision or 
retaining the existing local limits. In general, the findings of the evaluation were that current 
limits are protective of water quality. The resulting report (shown) was submitted to the Oregon 
Department of Environmental Quality in September.     

New Employees in Operations
Josh Hight recently joined the Wastewater Operations Team as a wastewater tech II. Josh has 20 
years of wastewater experience with 18 years at the City of Florence. Josh has a bachelor’s degree 
in youth ministries from Northwest Nazarene College and is married with two sons. Josh enjoys 
exploring the area’s back roads on his motorcycle.  Josh and his wife like traveling, especially to 
Europe where they have visited foreign exchange students they have hosted in the past. 

Ryan Barnes comes to the Wastewater Division from Cottage Grove where he operated the 
wastewater plant for five years. Ryan earned an associate’s degree in water/wastewater tech-
nology from Linn Benton Community College in 1998 and has been working in the wastewater 
field ever since. Ryan has a background in art, with an associate’s degree from the Art Institute of 
Seattle. Ryan enjoys hiking and kayaking in the Oregon outdoors when he isn’t busy playing his 
guitar.
   
Distributed Control System Upgrades
The Distributed Control System (DCS) is a critical system at the wastewater treatment plant that 
provides advanced control and efficient operation of treatment equipment. As business needs 
and technologies have grown, the DCS needed to evolve from an isolated network to a more open 
standard that connects it to the rest of the enterprise. While this provides lower total cost of 
ownership and access to a wide variety of IT technologies and skill sets, it does expose it to more 
security threats and vulnerabilities.

In response to these changing needs, the plant’s Yokogawa DCS recently underwent several 
major changes. To start, eight remote desktop operator stations located throughout the plant 
were replaced with tablets that allow operators and maintenance staff to wirelessly monitor 
and control equipment anywhere in the plant. This involved conducting a site Wi-Fi survey and 
installing a complete wireless network infrastructure. A firewall was connected to securely 
manage communication of process data to the business network. A variety of other features and 
protections were also installed for system security.

Josh Hight

Ryan Barnes

Engineering 

New Employee
Jonathan Hiebert joined the Public Works Engineering team as a new 
engineering technician on September 9, 2019. He most recently finished an 
internship with the City of Lebanon Public Works. Jonathan grew up in Leba-
non and currently resides in Albany. He received his civil engineering degree 
from Oregon State University last summer. In his free time, Jonathan enjoys 
running, playing golf, and traveling. He’s also an avid sports fan. Jonathan’s 
office is located on the 3rd floor of the Wells Fargo building—please stop by 
and say hello!

Jonathan Hiebert


